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Port Said Command took advantage at once of their
new powers. The sale of liquor was confined to two
short periods in the day.,1 and the town quickly
recovered its old sobriety.
It need hardly be said that the civilian population
did not welcome the restrictions. Complaints poured
in on every side. The trade in particular expressed
hot resentment. Hotels and clubs claimed exemption
on the score that their customers and members should
not be invited to expiate the sins of the Army,
and individuals complained to superior authority of
unwarrantable interference with their liberty. The
protests were unavailing. To distinguish in Port Said
between civilians and troops would have robbed the
local restrictions of half their value : and the innocent
suffered with the guilty. Throughout the War, and
for many months following the Armistice, the control
of the sale of drink remained unaltered. Many pro*
prietors of bars sought to evade the military order.
Their success was short-lived ; sooner or later retribu-
tion overtook the culprits. It was a useless waste of
valuable time to pursue them to a military court—
the summary closure of the establishments sufficiently
punished the owners. As the War drew to a close
the number of bars and hotels with shuttered windows
1 Alcohol could only be served between the hours of 1-3 p.m. and
7-9 p.m., and no exception ever was made to that rule. It was difficult
to resist every appeal: as, for example, one from a ruling Prince
proceeding to England to represent India at an Imperial Conference,
who was giving a luncheon party in a Port Said hotel. The cruiser
sent to convey His Highness to Marseilles was sailing at I p.m., and
the lunch was fixed for noon. Dismayed to learn at the last moment
that no wine could be served at table, the Prince, as a personal favour,
begged that the rule be relaxed on this occasion. The position was
embarrassing. Not only is it always difficult for a guest to refuse Ms
host, but the local command had been explicitly instructed to oiler
every courtesy to the representative of India. But war is no respecter
of personages or of their desires, and authority would not give way.
It remains to add that His Highness took the refusal good-hmnouredly.

